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Refcirtel 700. ™ ^^ E1fBS ( * LY STEVEHSON 
Following is text lett er from President Kennedy to Chisf 
of State which you should Jl^^^^in WjJSgSw^^^ rT 

( )DBtfT ' ( ) Kc:i-rocpo::i:vc uiio" 
ii *• jgjLnstructions contained Deiaofcrl^irl^k^p^^^ ^ 

Dear Hr. President: < ^it^SS? 2 - 3 * ^ nit^ 

We face the neces si ty r and the r opportunity in this 

Hemisphere of determining by the wisdom of our joint action 

in the next few dayawbafc may be. the whole future of man 

on this earth,. _ { 

You will see from my statement t,o the American people 

/ 

the grave/ nature of the threat to the Western Hemisphere 
which the present regime, in Cuba has permitted the USSR to 
establish on its soil. , _ . _ T . 
.But this is. not just a_ matter, of a military threat to 
uev Such action by the Soviet Union in the, face of our 
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well-known end lent rharlahod stesdsn**Kte daf^se axe srcwrlty 
arrangements, ita rowrf mmmim s la tte face e£ «y warning of 
September 4, well-known to them* «ad the rtyntwl Soviet 
denials in public sf if sennits and private conversations that 
any such actio© was being taken ear tvn contissjiiliisd, all 
make clear that the Sovieta an laswlng a bold and warlike 
challenge to all free peoples. r 

We must respond to thie rash move with a s waited resolve. 
Otherwise the Soviet Union will novo to aore and more flagrant 
violations of the ree^rfxmmemts of international peace and 
liberty until we shall have no choice laft to ns but complete 
snrrender or the initiation of a nuclear holocaust. 

we must nake a stand now; the whole world will be . 

watching us. Issues on which we in the Hemisphere nay have 

marginal disagreements as well as political divisions among \. 

our peoples, bee one insignificant in the faee of this threat 

to the peace. 

I hope in these circumstances you will feel that your 

country will wish to join ay own in expressing its outrage 

at this Cuban and Soviet behavior, and that you will want to 

express publicly what -yoer people feel. 
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' ^T' hfifw ilM that yoo will 
necessity of calling en ti— HI ■ tie 


with w*» ca 


of the Organ of 


Consultation of the Inter- Aaexican Systea under the Ho Feet. 

The United States will propose to that body, once 

to deal effectively with this new sad dangerous situation, 
assembled, die adoption of a resalntlssBj/tha pro p osed text 
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The placing 


of offensive weapons with a nuclear capability in Cuba clearly 

"endangers the peace and security of the continent** 

/In the terns of 

Article 6 of that Fact. I sat sure you will agree that such 

ml diss im ■■ g i est* r resolution is urgent* 
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I am also requesting an urgent meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council. I have asked Ambassador Stevenson to present 
on behalf of the United States a resolution calling for the 
withdrawal of missile bases and other offensive weapons in Cuba 
under the supervision of United Nations observers. XB&SCS9&3C 

X» _ *bt 

I hope that you will instruct your representative in New York 
to work actively with us and speak forthrightly in support of 
the above program in the United Nations. 

I also wish to invite you to have your military officials 
discuss with mine the possibility of participation on soms 
appropriate basis with United States and other Hemisphere 
forces in any military action which the developing situation 
in Cuba may require, 

I feel confident that by a common approach to this threat 
through wise measures, which combine the firmness and the 
restraint which the nature of the crisis calls for, we shall 
mov? onto a new plane of progress for the free t/orld s wi~h 
reduced fear of world domination by international comnranisir. 
In this sense after pointing out the dangers to world peace cf 
the course the Soviet Union haj followed in Cuba, I have written 
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